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institution. Only the higher nobility belong, and a few
outsiders of note. The people were charming, well bred,
with delightful manners, joining to the love of sport among
corresponding Englishmen, a love of gambling, and a pro-
pensity to fight duels, which gave them a different touch,
and living in a world as remote from mine as if it had been
in France before the Eevolution. They hailed me with
the utmost good comradeship, because they were almost
all big game hunters, and were immensely interested in my
African hunt, and were also much interested in my regi-
ment and my experiences in the Spanish War.

Of course the fact that I had been President, and at the
same time had done the kind of thing in war and sport which
it would have gratified their ambitions to do, also impressed
them; and then, to my intense amusement, I found that
they were in cordial sympathy with me because I had
attacked the big financial interests, and because I frankly
looked down on mere moneyed men, the people of enor-
mous wealth who had nothing but their wealth behind them,
and whose power was simply the power of the "money
touch." There was to me something very humorous in
finding what in America was regarded as a democratic
movement against the powerful and arrogant aristocracy
of wealth was among these Viennese looked upon as a
movement fundamentally in the interests of the right kind
of aristocracy, because it was teaching the man of mere
money bags that his money by itself simply rendered him
vulgar, and entitled him to no consideration. In the same
way I was much amused to find from casual remarks made
by my hosts that what they called the "Kleiner Adel" were
not admitted to the club any more than the financiers were;
They had not such feeling against me and Kermit. We
represented men of a totally alien life.

I found that they already knew that I as strongly objected
to Americans marrying into their titled families as they
could object themselves. This gave them, on the one hand,
a feeling of understanding and sympathy with me, and, on
the other hand, put our relations just as they ought to be;